Denise Swanson: Murder of a Real Bad Boy — A Reading Group Guide
Warning!  These questions contain MANY spoilers.
If you have not already read the book, do not read these questions.
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1. In Murder of a Real Bad Boy, Skye is privy to information through her role as school psychologist, thus making that information confidential — she can reveal the information only if there is an immediate potential that the student might hurt herself or someone else. How does this dilemma influence her actions? Do you agree with how she handled the situation? If not, how would you have handled it, if you were a school psychologist bound by ethical standards?

2. One of the classic taboos in a book like this is to harm a pet. In Murder of a Real Bad Boy, Skye's cat Bingo is missing for nearly the entire story. Did you believe he might be harmed? If so, were you upset about that?

3. Trust is a major theme of Murder of a Real Bad Boy. Foremost is con man Beau Hamilton, who betrays everyone in his life — clients, sister, lovers. Do you think his step toward redemption that is revealed at the end of the book is possible? Probable? What did you think of the trust issues between Skye and Justin, Skye and Vince, Skye and Loretta, and Beau and his killer?

4. The second most important trust that is dealt with in Murder of a Real Bad Boy is a carryover from the previous book, Murder of a Smart Cookie, which is the issue between Skye and Simon. Do you think he was right in expecting her to trust him without giving her an explanation for his actions, or do you think she was right in demanding that he explain the situation if he wants her to trust him?

5. Murder of a Real Bad Boy is based on the premise of shady and/or incompetent contractor. How many of you have had similar experiences?

6. The Scumble River Mysteries are set in a small Midwest town. Due to the location, the police force is limited and must rely on either the county or state police for help. Compare Scumble River Police Chief Walter Boyd to County Sheriff Buck Peterson. Would Peterson ever admit or allow Skye's kind of "help"? Why or why not?

7. In Murder of a Real Bad Boy, male / female relationships are an important part of the story. Skye and her long-time boyfriend are on the outs. Skye and Wally are testing the waters of a possible relationship. Vince and Loretta are trying to hide their relationship. Raette is trying to hide her relationship with Beau. Alana's relationship with her long-time boyfriend changes. What do you see as the differences / similarities of each relationship?

8. Since Swanson's books are not paranormal mysteries, what do you think of the possibility of Mrs. Griggs' ghost haunting Skye's inherited house? Do you think it's a ghost that's keeping Skye and Wally from consummating their relationship, or just coincidence? Or is someone else behind the disasters that keep them apart?

9. What did you think of the Dooziers' role in this book? Some readers have commented that the Dooziers remind them of a Greek Chorus. Can you see this?

10. In Murder of a Real Bad Boy, Skye's and Simon's mothers join forces to try and get Skye and Simon back together. How would you handle it if your parent interfered to that degree in your life?

